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The Second National Peace Congress. 

Before this issue of The Advocate of Peace 
reaches our readers the second National Peace Con- 
gress, which meets in Orchestra Hall, Chicago, the 
3d to the 5th of this month, will have finished its 
labors. 

This Congress marks another distinct and highly 
encouraging stage in the development of public in- 
terest in the cause of international peace. If fulfill- 
ment equals promise, it will be, both in numbers and 
in the eminence of those participating in it, a peace 
demonstration unsurpassed if equaled heretofore in 
the history of the movement. At the time of the 
first National Peace Congress in Carnegie Hall, New 
York, two years ago, it seemed as if public interest 
and enthusiasm could go little further. More than 
a thousand persons registered as members. The 
great hall was filled to its utmost with eager listeners 
session after session, and overflow and special meet- 
ings gathered in thousands of interested persons. 
The. whole of New York was moved. 

But whatever may prove to be the size and char- 
acter of the Chicago meetings, the advance interest 
in this second Congress throughout the nation in 
general has been distinctly greater than that which 
preceded the first. Some sections of the country 



which took little notice of the New York Congress 
have shown remarkable interest in the forthcoming 
one. This is particularly true of sections of the 
South. 

No peace congress, so far as we remember, has ever 
before been so thoroughly and elaborately worked up 
as this. An office force of more than half a dozen 
persons, under the direction of the Committee on 
Organization, has been busily engaged for months, 
to say nothing of the service of committees. The 
Chicago Association of Commerce is financing the 
Congress, and will have entire charge of the great 
closing banquet at the Auditorium Hotel on the even- 
ing of the 5th. Invitations to attend or to send 
delegates have been most widely and painstakingly 
distributed. Not only the peace and arbitration so- 
cieties and such other bodies as have heretofore shown 
interest have been invited, but invitations have gone 
to practically every sort of organization that has any 
national importance. The governors of all the States 
and the mayors of all important cities and towns have 
been requested to be represented; so have all the 
universities and colleges, the state departments of 
education, the boards of trade and chambers of com- 
merce, business men's associations, labor and socialist 
organizations, religious bodies, women's societies, etc. 

The response to these invitations has been large, 
and in many cases enthusiastic. The mayor of an 
Illinois town has written that he will come and bring 
"half his town." From present indications the at- 
tendance will be very large, running up into thousands. 
The national government will be represented by a 
member of the Cabinet. The governor of Illinois 
and the mayor of Chicago will welcome the delegates. 
Several ambassadors and ministers from abroad will 
be present and participate or send representatives. 
Prominent members of Congress are on the program. 
The Chicago churches are giving the Congress the 
consecration of a Sunday's special services at its 
opening. 

We must, of course, leave the details of the Con- 
gress and the results of its labors for our June issue, 
in which we expect to give an extended account of 
the proceedings. What we wished to point out now 
was that the very organization of the Congress and 
the advanced interest taken in it reveal in a most 
striking way the enormous recent growth of public 
interest in the peace movement and the long, swift 
and sure steps with which the cause is striding for- 
ward to early and complete victory. A few years 



